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ROTAVIRUS MMUNISATION

ROTARIX (GlaxoSmithKline )

1) Rotavirus is the commonest cause of diarrhoea and vomiting ( gastroenteritis ) and fever in babies. Virtually all children irrespective of race or social class will  have had it by 5.It is most severe in younger children.

2) It causes 18,000 admissions to hospital per year some of whom will require a drip for dehydration and 14 will die. Also 150,000 GP visits in the UK alone. Worldwide it is a major cause of death in infancy.

3) Children aged 6m to 2 yr are most at risk of having the infection. It is highly infectious and can survive on toys for days so its not you fault if your child has rotavirus infection.

4) There is no specific treatment for rotavirus gastroenteritis, for treatment of diarrhoea and vomiting please see under “Learn more about”.

5) THERE IS NOW A LICENSED VACCINE AVAILABLE WHICH I RECOMMEND

THIS VACCINE IS HIGHLY EFFECTIVE WITH 100% EFFICACY AGAINST HOSPITAL ADMISSION DUE TO RVGE (Rotavirus Gastroenteritis)

IT HAS A SAFETY PROFILE CONFIRMED IN ONE OF THE LARGEST  EVER INFANT VACCINE TRIAL PROGRAMMES (NEARLY 60, 000 SUBJECTS).

IT IS GIVEN IN 2 DOSES FROM THE AGE OF 6 WEEKS TO 6 MONTHS BY MOUTH.
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