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Prevenar (Pneumococcal) Immunisation
Prevenar is a conjugated vaccine like meningitis C and contains 7 of the commonest serotypes of streptoococcus pneumoniae causing disease and is designed to be effective specially in stimulating  young children’s immunity.

Like chickenpox this immunisation is given routinely to all children in the USA and Australia at 2, 4 and 6 months of age with the primary immunisations and at 12-15 months. The reason that it is given so young is that the pneumococcus is most likely to cause invasive disease, septicaemia, meningitis and pneumonia in the first year of life although it can produce invasive disease at any age.

The vaccine given before the age of 9 certainly protects against invasive disease caused by the pneumococcus (90%) but although it protects against ear infections caused by the serotypes in the vaccine (7) other serotypes present naturally may cause disease instead. A recent study showed that it reduced ear infections and the need for grommet insertion by 20% when given to children with pre-existing recurrent ear infection.

Ear infection was reduced by 9% when given to the population as a whole. 

For administration we use the following protocol (for costs please see under fees)

2-6 months  3 doses monthly starting at 2 months then a fourth dose in the 2nd year of life.

7-11mths     2 doses monthly then a third dose in the 2nd year of life.

12-23 mths  2 doses 2 monthly.

2-5 years      1 single dose.       

Side effects  :

More than 1:10 get a  localised reaction at the site of injection ,irritability, fever ,diarrhoea and vomiting. Other reactions occur rarely.
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