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HIB catch up
Following advice from Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), a Hib booster will be offered to young children who have not previously received one, so that these children are protected in line with older and younger children. 

Haemophilus influenza type b (Hib) is a serious bacterial infection that can cause meningitis and septicaemia and sometimes be fatal, especially in young children.  Studies have shown that protection form primary schedule of three doses of Hib vaccine wanes during infancy. A booster dose of Hib vaccine was, therefore, introduced into the routine childhood immunisation programme, on 04 September 2006, for all children at 12 month of age and this is the chance for children born between March 03 and September 05 to have a Hib booster.

Summary of the campaign:

· Campaign starts 10 September 2007;

· The target will be children born between 13 March 2003 and 3 September 2005;

· Any older children who may have received their pre-school immunisation(DPT/Polio) should be offered an additional appointment to receive the Hib/men C vaccine (Menitorix)

· The children who have not received their pre-school immunisation  should be offered a Hib-containing pre-school booster at the time of their pre-school immunisation;

· Children who receive their third dose of the primary immunisation series later than recommended should have their pre-school immunisation with one year gap from the third primary immunisation.
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