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  Bat Ears
Some people's ears stick out more than normal. This condition is sometimes referred to as "Bat Ears". Bat Ears do not cause any physical problems, but they can make people feel self-conscious and can lead to children being teased. Bat ears can be corrected  also with an operation.

About one to two percent of the people in the UK think that their ears stick out too much. Ears are one of the first parts of the body to reach full size, which is why protruding ears can be more noticeable in children.

Protruding ears do not affect the child’s hearing. Again, the disfigurement is cosmetic. However, it is a deformity that could influence the way your child is treated by others. A child who is constantly teased by other children and even by insensitive adults can easily and quickly develop emotional problems from having unusual physical features they can not hide. The condition of large, “Dumbo” ears can have a negative influence particularly on young children.

The prominent ear deformity, sometimes referred to as "lop-ear" or "cup ears", is a deformity where the ears project more than the normal distance from the skull. Measured from the mid-portion of the ear back to the skull behind the ear, projection should be between 15 - 18 millimeters in a five year-old or adult individual. Over projection of the ear may be secondary to an increase in the angle the ear cartilage takes from its junction with the ear canal and skull, an excess of conchal cartilage, or an absence of the antihelical fold. Combinations of these causes frequently occur.

Since there's no shortage of skin or cartilage in the prominent ear deformity, it is perfectly amenable to early diagnosis and correction with ear molds, best started in the first week following birth.

All babies with obviously prominent or deformed ears would benefit from being fitted with Ear Buddies™ splints as soon as possible, and preferably in the first week of life.   Failing this, the splints should be fitted without delay as soon as ear prominence is noted. It is important to remember that one third of sticking-out ears do not show up until baby is three months of age, and so, particularly if there is a strong family history of prominent ears, consideration should be given to splinting even normal ears for just two weeks at birth. 

Ears which are pushed forwards, for example during sleep, or by baby’s shoulder as their head is turned, are at risk of prominence and deformity and should be splinted."

Ear Buddies™ splints are easy enough for parents to fit themselves, but some need more reassurance, particularly if baby's ears are unusual. Success with late splintage is still possible if the parents are determined enough. "The most dedicated of the parents who find out about splintage late are those who have suffered bat ears themselves and are willing to do anything to prevent their children being teased. 
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